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000 A000000 06/30/2017
000 C000000 0001265708
000 D000000 N
000 E000000 NF
000 F000000 Y
000 G000000 N
000 H000000 N
000 I000000 6.1
000 J000000 A
001 A000000 NUVEEN TAX-ADVANT. TOTAL RETURN STRATEGY FUND
001 B000000 811-21471
001 C000000 3129178200
002 A000000 333 WEST WACKER DRIVE
002 B000000 CHICAGO
002 C000000 IL
002 D010000 60606
002 D020000 1286
003  000000 N
004  000000 N
005  000000 N
006  000000 N
007 A000000 N
007 B000000  0
007 C010100  1
008 A000001 NUVEEN FUND ADVISORS, LLC
008 B000001 A
008 C000001 801-14147
008 D010001 CHICAGO
008 D020001 IL
008 D030001 60606
008 D040001 1286
008 A000002 NWQ INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT COMPANY, LLC
008 B000002 S
008 C000002 801-61379
008 D010002 LOS ANGELES
008 D020002 CA
008 D030002 90067
008 A000003 SYMPHONY ASSET MANAGEMENT, LLC
008 B000003 S
008 C000003 801-52638
008 D010003 SAN FRANCISCO
008 D020003 CA
008 D030003 94104
012 A000001 COMPUTERSHARE TRUST COMPANY, N.A.
012 B000001 84-05925
012 C010001 CANTON
012 C020001 MA
012 C030001 02021
013 A000001 KPMG LLP
013 B010001 CHICAGO
013 B020001 IL
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013 B030001 60601
014 A000001 NUVEEN SECURITIES LLC
014 B000001 8-13464
014 A000002 TEACHERS PERSONAL INVESTOR SERVICES, INC.
014 B000002 8-47051
014 A000003 TIAA-CREF INDIVIDUAL & INSTITUTIONAL SERVICES
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014 B000003 8-44454
015 A000001 STATE STREET BANK AND TRUST COMPANY
015 B000001 C
015 C010001 BOSTON
015 C020001 MA
015 C030001 02110
015 E010001 X
018  000000 Y
019 A000000 Y
019 B000000  177
019 C000000 NUVEENFUND
020 A000001 UBS
020 B000001 13-2638166
020 C000001     14
020 A000002 MERRILL LYNCH
020 B000002 13-5674085
020 C000002     13
020 A000003 SANFORD BERNSTEIN
020 B000003 13-2625874
020 C000003      9
020 A000004 JP MORGAN CHASE
020 B000004 13-3224016
020 C000004      7
020 A000005 INSTINET CORP
020 B000005 13-3443395
020 C000005      5
020 A000006 CITIGROUP
020 B000006 13-3214963
020 C000006      5
020 A000007 MIZUHO SECURITIES
020 B000007 36-2880742
020 C000007      4
020 A000008 MORGAN STANLEY
020 B000008 13-2655998
020 C000008      3
020 A000009 MACQUARIE GROUP
020 B000009 98-0141094
020 C000009      3
020 A000010 BERENBERG
020 C000010      3
021  000000       94
022 A000001 JP MORGAN CHASE
022 B000001 13-3224016
022 C000001     13429
022 D000001       367
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022 A000002 WELLS FARGO
022 B000002 41-1508325
022 C000002      2572
022 D000002      7027
022 A000003 MORGAN STANLEY
022 B000003 13-2655998
022 C000003      5144
022 D000003      3789
022 A000004 INTL FCSTONE
022 B000004 59-2921318
022 C000004      2396
022 D000004      5036
022 A000005 DEUTSCHE BANK
022 B000005 13-2730828
022 C000005      5060
022 D000005      2271
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022 A000006 UBS
022 B000006 13-2638166
022 C000006       799
022 D000006      5763
022 A000007 CITIGROUP
022 B000007 13-3214963
022 C000007      6096
022 D000007       389
022 A000008 MERRILL LYNCH
022 B000008 13-5674085
022 C000008      3644
022 D000008      2156
022 A000009 SANFORD BERNSTEIN
022 B000009 13-2625874
022 C000009       626
022 D000009      4527
022 A000010 INSTINET CORP
022 B000010 13-3443395
022 C000010      1010
022 D000010      3544
023 C000000      65885
023 D000000      62553
024  000000 N
026 A000000 N
026 B000000 N
026 C000000 N
026 D000000 Y
026 E000000 N
026 F000000 N
026 G010000 N
026 G020000 N
026 H000000 N
027  000000 N
028 A010000         0
028 A020000         0
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028 A030000         0
028 A040000         0
028 B010000         0
028 B020000         0
028 B030000         0
028 B040000         0
028 C010000         0
028 C020000         0
028 C030000         0
028 C040000         0
028 D010000         0
028 D020000         0
028 D030000         0
028 D040000         0
028 E010000         0
028 E020000         0
028 E030000         0
028 E040000         0
028 F010000         0
028 F020000         0
028 F030000         0
028 F040000         0
028 G010000         0
028 G020000         0
028 G030000         0
028 G040000         0
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028 H000000         0
030 A000000      0
030 B000000  0.00
030 C000000  0.00
031 A000000      0
031 B000000      0
032  000000      0
033  000000      0
035  000000      0
036 B000000      0
038  000000      0
042 A000000   0
042 B000000   0
042 C000000   0
042 D000000   0
042 E000000   0
042 F000000   0
042 G000000   0
042 H000000   0
043  000000      0
044  000000      0
045  000000 Y
046  000000 N
047  000000 N
048  000000  0.000
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048 A010000        0
048 A020000 0.000
048 B010000        0
048 B020000 0.000
048 C010000        0
048 C020000 0.000
048 D010000        0
048 D020000 0.000
048 E010000        0
048 E020000 0.000
048 F010000        0
048 F020000 0.000
048 G010000        0
048 G020000 0.000
048 H010000        0
048 H020000 0.000
048 I010000        0
048 I020000 0.000
048 J010000        0
048 J020000 0.000
048 K010000        0
048 K020000 0.000
049  000000 N
050  000000 N
051  000000 N
052  000000 Y
053 A000000 N
054 A000000 Y
054 B000000 N
054 C000000 N
054 D000000 N
054 E000000 N
054 F000000 N
054 G000000 N
054 H000000 Y
054 I000000 N
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054 J000000 Y
054 K000000 N
054 L000000 N
054 M000000 Y
054 N000000 N
054 O000000 Y
055 A000000 N
055 B000000 N
056  000000 Y
057  000000 N
058 A000000 N
059  000000 Y
060 A000000 Y
060 B000000 Y
061  000000        0
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062 A000000 N
062 B000000   0.0
062 C000000   0.0
062 D000000   0.0
062 E000000   0.0
062 F000000   0.0
062 G000000   0.0
062 H000000   0.0
062 I000000   0.0
062 J000000   0.0
062 K000000   0.0
062 L000000   0.0
062 M000000   0.0
062 N000000   0.0
062 O000000   0.0
062 P000000   0.0
062 Q000000   0.0
062 R000000   0.0
063 A000000   0
063 B000000  0.0
066 A000000 Y
066 B000000 N
066 C000000 N
066 D000000 N
066 E000000 N
066 F000000 N
066 G000000 Y
067  000000 N
068 A000000 N
068 B000000 N
069  000000 N
070 A010000 Y
070 A020000 Y
070 B010000 Y
070 B020000 Y
070 C010000 Y
070 C020000 N
070 D010000 Y
070 D020000 N
070 E010000 Y
070 E020000 N
070 F010000 Y
070 F020000 N
070 G010000 Y
070 G020000 N
070 H010000 Y
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070 H020000 N
070 I010000 N
070 I020000 N
070 J010000 Y
070 J020000 Y
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070 K010000 Y
070 K020000 Y
070 L010000 Y
070 L020000 Y
070 M010000 Y
070 M020000 N
070 N010000 Y
070 N020000 N
070 O010000 Y
070 O020000 Y
070 P010000 N
070 P020000 N
070 Q010000 N
070 Q020000 N
070 R010000 N
070 R020000 N
071 A000000     66226
071 B000000     62553
071 C000000    261531
071 D000000   24
072 A000000  6
072 B000000     1386
072 C000000     4909
072 D000000        0
072 E000000       19
072 F000000     1117
072 G000000        0
072 H000000        0
072 I000000        0
072 J000000       30
072 K000000        9
072 L000000       18
072 M000000        4
072 N000000        0
072 O000000        0
072 P000000      621
072 Q000000        0
072 R000000       15
072 S000000        4
072 T000000        0
072 U000000        0
072 V000000        0
072 W000000       38
072 X000000     1856
072 Y000000        0
072 Z000000     4458
072AA000000     1902
072BB000000        0
072CC010000    13642
072CC020000        0
072DD010000        0
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072DD020000        0
072EE000000        0
073 A010000   0.4960
073 A020000   0.0000
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073 B000000   0.0000
073 C000000   0.0000
074 A000000       27
074 B000000     5554
074 C000000        0
074 D000000    49170
074 E000000    21059
074 F000000   189135
074 G000000        0
074 H000000        0
074 I000000    11376
074 J000000     1237
074 K000000        0
074 L000000     1278
074 M000000      304
074 N000000   279140
074 O000000     2466
074 P000000      190
074 Q000000        0
074 R010000        0
074 R020000        0
074 R030000        0
074 R040000    87246
074 S000000        0
074 T000000   189238
074 U010000    13843
074 U020000        0
074 V010000    13.67
074 V020000     0.00
074 W000000   0.0000
074 X000000       16
074 Y000000   261023
075 A000000        0
075 B000000   261497
076  000000    12.90
077 A000000 N
078  000000 N
080 C000000        0
081 B000000   0
082 B000000        0
083 B000000        0
084 B000000        0
086 A010000      0
086 A020000      0
086 B010000      0
086 B020000      0
086 C010000      0
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086 C020000      0
086 D010000      0
086 D020000      0
086 E010000      0
086 E020000      0
086 F010000      0
086 F020000      0
087 A010000 COMMON STOCK
087 A020000 67090H102
087 A030000 JTA
088 A000000 Y
088 B000000 N
088 C000000 N
088 D000000 N
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SIGNATURE   STEPHEN D. FOY
TITLE       V.P. & CONTROLLER
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