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Item 8.01. Other Events and Regulation FD Disclosure

      This is an optional filing made to disclose the event reported below. It
is not a filing required by Regulation FD.

      On September 14, 2004, the registrant issued a press release announcing a
quarterly cash dividend. A copy of the release is attached as Exhibit 99 and is
incorporated herein by reference.

Item 9.01. Financial Statements, and Exhibits.

      (c)   Exhibits.

            99    Press Release
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                                   Signatures

      Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the
Registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned thereunto duly authorized.

                                       Mercantile Bankshares Corporation
                                                  (Registrant)

Date: September 14, 2004               /s/ Terry L. Troupe
                                           -------------------------------------
                                           Terry L. Troupe
                                           Chief Financial Officer and Treasurer
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                                  EXHIBIT INDEX

Exhibit No.       Description
-----------       -----------

    99            Press Release
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