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Check the appropriate box below if the Form 8-K filing is intended to simultaneously satisfy the filing obligation of the registrant under any of
the following provisions (see General Instruction A.2. below):

o Written communications pursuant to Rule 425 under the Securities Act (17 CFR 230.425)

o Soliciting material pursuant to Rule 14a-12 under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14a-12)

o Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 14d-2(b) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14d-2(b))

o Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 13e-4(c) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.13e-4(c))
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ITEM 8.01. Other Events.

The audited consolidated financial statements of McLeodUSA Incorporated and subsidiaries (the Company ) for the nine months ended
September 30, 2004, the year ended December 31, 2003, the period April 17, 2002 to December 31, 2002 (Reorganized Company operations)
and the period January 1, 2002 to April 16, 2002 (Predecessor Company operations) are attached hereto as Exhibit 99.1 and are incorporated
herein by reference. McLeodUSA completed this audit and is filing the attached financial statements for purposes of incorporation by reference
into its Registration Statement on Form S-8 filed in connection with its 2002 Omnibus Equity Plan, as well as for any other purposes for which
such financial statements would be required.

Item 9.01 Financial Statements and Exhibits

©)

Exhibit No. Description

23.1 Consent of Deloitte & Touche LLP

99.1 McLeodUSA Incorporated Consolidated Financial Statements for the nine months ended September 30, 2004, the year
ended December 31, 2003, the period April 17, 2002 to December 31, 2002 and the period January 1, 2002 to April 16,
2002
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SIGNATURES

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

MCLEODUSA INCORPORATED

Dated: December 17, 2004 By: /s/ G. Kenneth Burckhardt
Name: G. Kenneth Burckhardt
Title: Chief Financial Officer
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