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Check the appropriate box below if the Form 8-K filing is intended to simultaneously satisfy the filing obligation of the registrant under any of
the following provisions:

o Written communications pursuant to Rule 425 under the Securities Act (17 CFR 230.425)

o Soliciting material pursuant to Rule 14a-12 under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14a-12)

o Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 14d-2(b) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14d-2(b))

o Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 13e-4(c) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.13e-4(c))
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In this Current Report, the terms �we�, �us�, and �our� refer to Senior Housing Properties Trust or its applicable consolidated subsidiaries unless
otherwise noted.

Item 8.01.  Other Events.

On December 30, 2011, we issued a press release announcing, among other things, that Sunrise Senior Living, Inc., or Sunrise, provided us
notice that Sunrise�s leases for 10 of the 14 senior living communities we lease to Sunrise will be terminated effective December 31, 2013.  A
copy of the press release is attached as Exhibit 99.1 to this Current Report and is incorporated into this Item 8.01 by reference.

For more information about our leases with Sunrise and a related guaranty from Marriott International, Inc., please refer to our filings with the
Securities and Exchange Commission, or SEC, including our Annual Report on Form 10-K for the fiscal year ended December 31, 2010
(including the sections captioned �Business � Senior Living Properties � Sunrise Senior Living, Inc.,� and �� Lease Terms,� and �Management�s
Discussion and Analysis of Financial Condition and Results of Operations � Portfolio Overview,� as updated by our Quarterly Report on
Form 10-Q for the fiscal quarter ended September 30, 2011 (including the section captioned �Management�s Discussion and Analysis of Financial
Condition and Results of Operations � Portfolio Overview�).  Our filings with the SEC, including our annual report and our quarterly report
referred to above, are available at the SEC�s website at www.sec.gov.

Item 9.01.  Financial Statements and Exhibits.

(d) Exhibits.

99.1 Press Release dated December 30, 2011.
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SIGNATURES

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

SENIOR HOUSING PROPERTIES TRUST

By: /s/ Richard A. Doyle
Richard A. Doyle
Treasurer and Chief Financial Officer

Date: January 4, 2012
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