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If any of the securities being registered on this form are to be offered on a delayed or continuous basis pursuant to
Rule 415 under the Securities Act of 1933, check the following box. ☒

If this form is filed to register additional securities for an offering pursuant to Rule 462(b) under the Securities Act,
please check the following box and list the Securities Act registration number of the earlier effective registration
statement for the same offering. ☐

If this form is a post-effective amendment filed pursuant to Rule 462(c) under the Securities Act, check the following
box and list the Securities Act registration statement number of the earlier effective registration statement for the same
offering. ☐

If this form is a post-effective amendment filed pursuant to Rule 462(d) under the Securities Act, check the following
box and list the Securities Act registration statement number of the earlier effective registration statement for the same
offering. ☐

If the delivery of the prospectus is expected to be made pursuant to Rule 434, check the following box. ☐

Large accelerated filer ☐                                                                                                     Accelerated filer ☐

Non-accelerated filer ☐ (Do not check if a smaller reporting company)                     Smaller reporting company ☒

Calculation of Registration Fee

Title of Each Class of
Securities to be Registered

Amount to be

Registered(1)

Proposed Maximum

Offering Price
per Share (2)

Proposed Maximum

Aggregate Offering

Price (2)

Amount of

Registration Fee

Common Stock, par value $0.02 per share10,583,330 0.39 4,127,499 563

(1)
In accordance with Rule 416(a) under the Securities Act of 1933, as amended (the “Securities Act”), the Registrant is
also registering hereunder an indeterminate number of shares of common stock that may be issued and resold
resulting from stock splits, stock dividends, anti-dilution adjustment or similar transactions.

(2)
Estimated solely for the purpose of calculating the registration fee pursuant to Rule 457(c) under the Securities Act
based on the average of the high and low sale prices of the common stock reported on the OTC Bulletin Board on
October 8, 2013, which was $0.37 per share.

The Registrant hereby amends this registration statement on such date or dates as may be necessary to delay
its effective date until the Registrant shall file a further amendment which specifically states that this
registration statement shall thereafter become effective in accordance with Section 8(a) of the Securities Act of
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1933 or until the registration statement becomes effective on such date as the Commission, acting under Section
8(a), may determine.
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The information in this prospectus is not complete and may be changed. The selling stockholders holders will
not sell these securities until after the registration statement filed with the Securities and Exchange
Commission is declared effective. This prospectus is not an offer to sell these securities and it is not soliciting
an offer to buy these securities in any state where the offer or sale is not permitted.

PRELIMINARY PROSPECTUS SUBJECT TO COMPLETION, DATED OCTOBER 10, 2013

10,583,330 Shares

NATIONAL HOLDINGS CORPORATION

Common Stock

This prospectus relates to the resale at various times by the selling stockholders identified in this prospectus of up to
10,583,330 shares of our common stock. We will not receive any proceeds from the sale of shares of our common
stock by the selling stockholders. See “Selling Stockholders” beginning on page 76 of this prospectus for a complete
description of the selling stockholders.

The selling stockholders may sell the shares of our common stock being offered by them from time to time on the
OTC Bulletin Board, in market transactions, in negotiated transactions or otherwise, and at prices and at terms that
will be determined by the then prevailing market price for the shares of our common stock or at negotiated prices
directly or through brokers or dealers, who may act as agent or as principal or by a combination of such methods of
sale. See “Plan of Distribution” beginning on page 79 of this prospectus for a complete description on the methods of
sale. We will pay the expenses incurred to register the shares for resale, but the selling stockholders will pay any
underwriting discounts, commissions or agent’s commissions related to the sale of their shares of our common stock.

Our common stock is traded on the OTC Bulletin Board under the symbol “NHLD.OB”. On October 8, 2013, the
closing sale price of our common stock was $0.39 per share. 

Investing in our common stock involves risks. Before making any investment in our securities, you should read
and carefully consider risks described in the “Risk Factors” section beginning on page 6 of this prospectus.

Neither the Securities and Exchange Commission nor any state securities commission has approved or
disapproved of these securities or determined if this prospectus is truthful or complete. Any representation to
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the contrary is a criminal offense.

The date of this prospectus is                  , 2013. 
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You should rely only on the information contained in this prospectus. We have not authorized any other person to
provide you with information that is different from that contained in this prospectus. If anyone provides you with
different or inconsistent information, you should not rely on it. The selling stockholders are offering to sell and
seeking offers to buy these securities only in jurisdictions where offers and sales are permitted. You should assume
that the information contained in this prospectus is accurate only as of the date of this prospectus, regardless of the
time of delivery of this prospectus or of any sale of our common stock. Our business, financial condition, results of
operations and prospects may have changed since that date.
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PROSPECTUS SUMMARY

This summary highlights information contained elsewhere in this prospectus. This summary is not complete and does
not contain all the information that should be considered before investing in our common stock. Investors should read
the entire prospectus carefully, including the more detailed information contained herein under the “Risk Factors” and
“Special Note Regarding Forward-Looking Statements” sections and our consolidated financial statements and the
notes to those financial statements.

As used in this prospectus, unless the context otherwise requires, the “Company,” “National,” “we,” “us” and “our” refer to
National Holdings Corporation, a Delaware corporation, as well as its subsidiaries.

Our Company

Overview

National Holdings Corporation, a Delaware corporation organized in 1996, is a financial services organization,
operating primarily through its wholly-owned subsidiaries, National Securities Corporation (“National Securities” or
“NSC”) and vFinance Investments, Inc. (“vFinance Investments”) (collectively, the “Broker-Dealer Subsidiaries”). The
Broker-Dealer Subsidiaries conduct a national securities brokerage business through their main offices in New York,
New York, Boca Raton, Florida, and Seattle, Washington.

Through its Broker-Dealer Subsidiaries, the Company (1) offers full service retail brokerage to approximately 39,000
high net worth individual and institutional clients, (2) provides investment banking, merger and acquisition and
advisory services to micro, small and mid-cap high growth companies, and (3) engages in trading securities, including
making markets in over 5,800 securities, providing liquidity in both foreign and domestic issues on a variety of
exchanges and also providing execution and technical analysis in the United States Treasury marketplace. The
Broker-Dealer Subsidiaries are introducing brokers and clear all transactions through clearing organizations on a fully
disclosed basis. They are registered with the Securities and Exchange Commission (the “SEC”), are members of the
Financial Industry Regulatory Authority (“FINRA”), Securities Investor Protection Corporation ("SIPC") and are also
members of the National Futures Association ("NFA").

Our brokers operate primarily as independent contractors. An independent contractor registered representative who
becomes an affiliate of a Broker-Dealer Subsidiary typically establishes his own office and is responsible for the
payment of expenses associated with the operation of such office, including rent, utilities, furniture, computer and
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other equipment, stock quotation machines, software and general office supplies. The independent contractor
registered representative is entitled to retain a higher percentage of the commissions generated by his sales than an
employee registered representative at a traditional employee-based brokerage firm. This arrangement allows us to
operate with a reduced amount of fixed costs and lowers the risk of operational losses for lower or non-production.

Our wholly-owned subsidiary, National Asset Management, Inc., a Washington corporation ("NAM"), is a
federally-registered investment adviser providing asset management advisory services to high net worth clients for a
fee based upon a percentage of assets managed.

Our wholly-owned subsidiary, National Insurance Corporation, a Washington corporation ("National Insurance"),
provides fixed insurance products to its clients, including life insurance, disability insurance, long term care insurance
and fixed annuities. 

- 3 -
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Corporate Information

Our principal executive offices are located at 410 Park Avenue, 14th Floor, New York, New York 10022. Our
telephone number is (212) 417-8000 and our Internet website is www.nhldcorp.com. The content of our Internet
website does not constitute a part of this prospectus.

Private Placement

On August 28, 2013, we entered into a Securities Purchase Agreement (the “August Purchase Agreement”) with the
selling stockholders providing for the issuance and sale of 10,583,330 shares (the “August Shares”) of the Company’s
common stock, par value $0.02 per share, for an aggregate purchase price of approximately $3,175,000. The closing
of the sale of the August Shares occurred on August 30, 2013 (the “August Closing”).

In connection with the August Purchase Agreement, on August 28, 2013, the Company and the selling stockholders
entered into a Registration Rights Agreement (the “August Registration Rights Agreement”). Pursuant to the August
Registration Rights Agreement, the Company has agreed to use its commercially reasonable efforts to (i) file with
the SEC as soon as practicable but in no event later than 45 days of the date of the August Closing, a registration
statement covering the resale of all August Shares and (ii) have the registration statement be declared effective under
the Securities Act of 1933, as amended (the “Securities Act”), as soon as practicable but in no event later than the 90
days or if there is a review of the registration statement by the SEC, 120 days after the date of the August Closing. In
the event that (1) a registration statement is not declared effective by the SEC on or prior to its required effectiveness
date, (2) after the date the registration statement is declared effective by the SEC, (a) a registration statement ceases
for any reason, to remain continuously effective or (b) the selling stockholders are not permitted to utilize the
prospectus included in the registration statement therein to resell the August Shares, in each case, for more than an
aggregate of 20 consecutive days or 45 days during any 12-month period, or (3) the Company fails to satisfy the
current public information requirement pursuant to Rule 144(c)(1) under the Securities Act, it shall pay to each selling
stockholder an amount in cash equal to 1% of the purchase price attributed to the such shares on the date the failure
occurs and every 30 days thereafter, until cured subject to a maximum amount of up to 10% of the aggregate purchase
price of the August Shares. We are registering the shares under the Registration Statement, of which this prospectus is
a part, to satisfy our obligation under the August Registration Rights Agreement.  

- 4 -
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The Offering

Common stock
outstanding 99,600,338 (1)

Common stock
offered by the
selling
stockholders

10,583,330

Use of Proceeds  We will not receive any of the proceeds from the sale of the shares of our common stock being
offered under this prospectus. See “Use of Proceeds” beginning on page 16.

Risk Factors

There are many risks related to our business, this offering and ownership of our common stock that
you should consider before you decide to buy our common stock in this offering. You should read
the “Risk Factors” section beginning on page 6, as well as other cautionary statements throughout
this prospectus, before investing in shares of our common stock.

_____________

(1)     Unless otherwise indicated, the number of shares in this prospectus does not give effect to:

●1,500,000 shares of our common stock reserved for issuance under our 2006 Stock Option Plan of which options to
purchase 1,030,000 shares were outstanding as of the date of this prospectus;

●15,500,000 shares of our common stock reserved for issuance for awards under our 2013 Omnibus Stock Incentive
Plan, of which options to purchase 9,700,000 shares were outstanding as of the date of this prospectus; and

●1,990,505 shares of our common stock reserved for issuance under warrants to purchase our common stock.

- 5 -
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RISK FACTORS

An investment in shares of our common stock is highly speculative and involves a high degree of risk. We face a
variety of risks that may affect our operations or financial results and many of those risks are driven by factors that
we cannot control or predict. The following discussion addresses those risks that management believes are the most
significant, although there may be other risks that could arise, or may prove to be more significant than expected, that
may affect our operations or financial results. Prospective investors should carefully consider the following risk
factors in evaluating an investment in our common stock

Risks Related to Our Business

Our operating results have resulted in reporting losses.

We reported losses of approximately $1.9 million and $4.7 million in fiscal years 2012 and 2011, respectively, and a
profit of $1.3 million and a loss of $2.1 million for the nine months ended June 30, 2013 and 2012, respectively. There
is no assurance that we will be profitable in the future. If we are unable to achieve or sustain profitability, we may
need to curtail, suspend or terminate certain operations.

We may require additional financing.

In order for us to have the opportunity for future success and profitability, we periodically may need to obtain
additional financing, either through borrowings, public offerings, private offerings, or some type of business
combination (e.g., merger, buyout, etc.). We have actively pursued a variety of funding sources, and have
consummated certain transactions in order to address our subsidiaries’ capital requirements. We may need to seek to
raise additional capital through other available sources, including borrowing additional funds from third parties and
there can be no assurance that we will be successful in such pursuits. Additionally, the issuance of new securities to
raise capital will cause the dilution of shares held by current stockholders. Accordingly, if we are unable to generate
adequate cash from its operations, and if we are unable to find sources of funding, such an event would have an
adverse impact on our liquidity and operations and adversely affect our ability to meet any net capital requirements.

We are exposed to risks due to investment banking activities.
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Participation in an underwriting syndicate or a selling group involves both economic and regulatory risks. An
underwriter may incur losses if it is unable to resell the securities it is committed to purchase, or if it is forced to
liquidate its commitment at less than the purchase price. In addition, under federal securities laws, other laws and
court decisions with respect to underwriters' liabilities and limitations on the indemnification of underwriters by
issuers, an underwriter is subject to substantial potential liability for misstatements or omissions of material facts in
prospectuses and other communications with respect to such offerings. Acting as a managing underwriter increases
these risks. Underwriting commitments constitute a charge against net capital and our ability to make underwriting
commitments may be limited by the requirement that it must at all times be in compliance with SEC Rule 15c3-1(the
“Net Capital Rule”).

- 6 -
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Our risk management policies and procedures may leave us exposed to unidentified risks or an unanticipated level
of risk.

The policies and procedures we employ to identify, monitor and manage risks may not be fully effective. Some
methods of risk management are based on the use of observed historical market behavior. As a result, these methods
may not accurately predict future risk exposures, which could be significantly greater than the historical measures
indicate. Other risk management methods depend on evaluation of information regarding markets, clients or other
matters that are publicly available or otherwise accessible by us. This information may not be accurate, complete,
up-to-date or properly evaluated. Management of operational, legal and regulatory risks requires, among other things,
policies and procedures to properly record and verify a large number of transactions and events. We cannot assure that
our policies and procedures will effectively and accurately record and verify this information. We seek to monitor and
control our risk exposure through a variety of separate but complementary financial, credit, operational and legal
reporting systems. We believe that we are able to evaluate and manage the market, credit and other risks to which it is
exposed. Nonetheless, our ability to manage risk exposure can never be completely or accurately predicted or fully
assured. For example, unexpectedly large or rapid movements or disruptions in one or more markets or other
unforeseen developments could have a material adverse effect on our results of operations and financial condition.
The consequences of these developments can include losses due to adverse changes in inventory values, decreases in
the liquidity of trading positions, higher volatility in earnings, increases in our credit risk to customers as well as to
third parties and increases in general systemic risk.

We depend on senior employees and the loss of their services could harm our business.

We depend on the continued services of our management team, particularly Mark D. Klein, Robert Fagenson and
Mark Goldwasser, as well as our ability to hire additional members of management, and to retain and motivate other
officers and key employees. We may not be able to find an appropriate replacement for any or all of the
aforementioned or any other executive officer if the need should arise. Due to the regulated nature of some of our
businesses, some of our executive officers, or other key personnel could become subject to suspensions or other
limitations on the scope of their services to the Company from time to time. If we lose the services of any executive
officers or other key personnel, we may not be able to manage and grow our operations effectively, enter new
brokerage markets or develop new products.

Failure to comply with the net capital requirements could subject us to sanctions imposed by the SEC or FINRA.

Our Broker-Dealer Subsidiaries are subject to the SEC's net capital rule, which requires the maintenance of minimum
net capital. National Securities and vFinance Investments are required to maintain $250,000 and $1,000,000, in
minimum net capital, respectively. Due to its market maker status, vFinance Investments is required to maintain a
specified amount of capital for each security that it makes a market in, based on the bid price of each stock. This
required amount can exceed the minimum net capital requirement, and in the case of vFinance Investments, the
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minimum net capital requirement has been $1,000,000 (the limit) in recent years. The net capital rule is designed to
measure the general financial integrity and liquidity of a broker-dealer. Compliance with the net capital rule limits
those operations of broker-dealers that require the intensive use of their capital, such as underwriting commitments
and principal trading activities. The rule also limits the ability of securities firms to pay dividends or make payments
on certain indebtedness, such as subordinated debt, as it matures. FINRA may enter the offices of a broker-dealer at
any time, without notice, and calculate the firm's net capital. If the calculation reveals a deficiency in net capital,
FINRA may immediately restrict or suspend certain or all of the activities of a broker-dealer. Our Broker-Dealer
Subsidiaries may not be able to maintain adequate net capital, or their net capital may fall below requirements
established by the SEC, and subject us to disciplinary action in the form of fines, censure, suspension, expulsion or the
termination of business altogether. In addition, if these net capital rules are changed or expanded, or if there is an
unusually large charge against net capital, operations that require the intensive use of capital would be limited. A large
operating loss or charge against net capital could adversely affect our ability to expand or even maintain present levels
of business, which could have a material adverse effect on our business. In addition, our Broker-Dealer Subsidiaries
may become subject to net capital requirements in other foreign jurisdictions in which we currently operate or which
we may enter. We cannot predict our future capital needs or our ability to obtain additional financing.

- 7 -
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Our business could be adversely affected by a breakdown in the financial markets.

As a securities broker-dealer, the business of each of our Broker-Dealer Subsidiaries is materially affected by
conditions in the financial markets and economic conditions generally, both in the United States and elsewhere around
the world. Many factors or events could lead to a breakdown in the financial markets including war, terrorism, natural
catastrophes and other types of disasters. These types of events could cause people to begin to lose confidence in the
financial markets and their ability to function effectively. If the financial markets are unable to effectively prepare for
these types of events and ease public concern over their ability to function, our revenues are likely to decline and our
operations are likely to be adversely affected.

Our revenues may decline in adverse market or economic conditions.

Unfavorable financial or economic conditions may reduce the number and size of the transactions in which we
provide underwriting services, merger and acquisition consulting and other services. Our investment banking
revenues, in the form of financial advisory, placement agent and underwriting fees, are directly related to the number
and size of the transactions in which we participate and would therefore be adversely affected by a sustained market
downturn. Additionally, a downturn in market conditions could lead to a decline in the volume of transactions that we
execute for our customers and, therefore, to a decline in the revenues we receive from commissions and spreads. We
must review customer relationships for impairment whenever events or circumstances indicate that impairment may
be present, which may result in a material, non-cash write down of customer relationships. A significant decrease in
revenues or cash flows derived from acquired customer relationships could result in a material, non-cash write-down
of customer relationships. Such impairment would have a material adverse impact on our results of operations and
stockholders' equity.

Market fluctuations and volatility may reduce our revenues and profitability.

Financial markets are susceptible to severe events evidenced by rapid depreciation in asset values accompanied by a
reduction in asset liquidity, such as the asset price deterioration in the subprime residential mortgage market.

Our revenue and profitability may be adversely affected by declines in the volume of securities transactions and in
market liquidity. Additionally, our profitability may be adversely affected by losses from the trading or underwriting
of securities or failure of third parties to meet commitments. We act as a market maker in publicly traded common
stocks. In market making transactions, we undertake the risk of price changes of being unable to resell the common
stock we hold or being unable to purchase the common stock we have sold. These risks are heightened by the
illiquidity of many of the common stocks we trade and/or make a market. Any losses from our trading activities,
including as a result of unauthorized trading by our employees, could have a material adverse effect on our business,
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financial condition, results of operations or cash flows.

Lower securities price levels may also result in a reduced volume of transactions, as well as losses from declines in the
market value of common stock held for trading purposes. During periods of declining volume and revenue, our
profitability would be adversely affected. Declines in market values of common stock and the failure of issuers and
third parties to perform their obligations can result in illiquid markets.

- 8 -

Edgar Filing: NATIONAL HOLDINGS CORP - Form S-1

16



We generally maintain trading and investment positions in the equity markets. To the extent that we own assets, i.e.,
have long positions, a downturn in those markets could result in losses from a decline in the value of such long
positions. Conversely, to the extent that we have sold assets that we do not own, i.e., have short positions in any of
those markets, an upturn could expose it to potentially unlimited losses as we attempt to cover our short positions by
acquiring assets in a rising market.

We may, from time to time, have a trading strategy consisting of holding a long position in one asset and a short
position in another from which we expect to earn revenues based on changes in the relative value of the two assets. If,
however, the relative value of the two assets changes in a direction or manner that we did not anticipate or against
which we have not hedged, we might realize a loss in those paired positions. In addition, we maintain trading
positions that can be adversely affected by the level of volatility in the financial markets, i.e., the degree to which
trading prices fluctuate over a particular period, in a particular market, regardless of market levels.

We are a holding company and depend on payments from our subsidiaries.

We depend on dividends, distributions and other payments from our subsidiaries to fund our obligations. Regulatory
and other legal restrictions may limit our ability to transfer funds freely, either to or from our subsidiaries. In
particular, our Broker-Dealer Subsidiaries are subject to laws and regulations that authorize regulatory bodies to block
or reduce the flow of funds to the parent holding company, or that prohibit such transfers altogether in certain
circumstances. These laws and regulations may hinder our ability to access funds that we may need to make payments
on our obligations. In addition, because our interests in the firm’s subsidiaries consist of equity interests, our rights
may be subordinated to the claims of the creditors of these subsidiaries.

Competition with other financial firms may have a negative effect on our business.

We compete directly with national and regional full-service broker-dealers and a broad range of other financial service
firms, including banks and insurance companies. Competition has increased as smaller securities firms have either
ceased doing business or have been acquired by or merged into other firms. Mergers and acquisitions have increased
competition from these firms, many of which have significantly greater financial, technical, marketing and other
resources than the Company. Many of these firms offer their customers more products and research than currently
offered by us. These competitors may be able to respond more quickly to new or changing opportunities, technologies
and client requirements. We also face competition from companies offering discount and/or electronic brokerage
services, including brokerage services provided over the Internet, which we are currently not offering and do not
intend to offer in the foreseeable future. These competitors may have lower costs or provide more services, and may
offer their customers more favorable commissions, fees or other terms than those offered by the Company. To the
extent that issuers and purchasers of securities transact business without our assistance, our operating results could be
adversely affected.
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If we do not continue to develop and enhance our services in a timely manner, our business may be harmed.

Our future success will depend on our ability to develop and enhance our services and add new services. We operate
in a very competitive industry in which the ability to develop and deliver advanced services through the Internet and
other channels is a key competitive factor. There are significant risks in the development of new or enhanced services,
including the risks that we will be unable to:

●effectively use new technologies;

●adapt our services to emerging industry or regulatory standards; or

●market new or enhanced services.

If we are unable to develop and introduce new or enhanced services quickly enough to respond to market or customer
requirements or to comply with emerging industry standards, or if these services do not achieve market acceptance,
our business could be seriously harmed.

We are currently subject to extensive securities regulation and the failure to comply with these regulations could
subject us to penalties or sanctions.

The securities industry and our business are subject to extensive regulation by the SEC, state securities regulators and
other governmental regulatory authorities. We are also regulated by industry self-regulatory organizations, including
FINRA, the MSRB and the NFA. Our Broker-Dealer Subsidiaries are registered broker-dealers with the SEC and
member firms of FINRA. Broker-dealers are subject to regulations which cover all aspects of the securities business,
including sales methods and supervision, trading practices among broker-dealers, use and safekeeping of customers'
funds and securities, capital structure of securities firms, record keeping, and the conduct of directors, officers and
employees. Changes in laws or regulations or in governmental policies could cause use to change the way we conduct
our business, which could adversely affect the Company.

Compliance with many of the regulations applicable to the Company’s subsidiaries involves a number of risks,
particularly in areas where applicable regulations may be subject to varying interpretation. These regulations often
serve to limit our activities, including through net capital, customer protection and market conduct requirements. If we
are found to have violated an applicable regulation, administrative or judicial proceedings may be initiated against us
that may result in a censure, fine, civil penalties, issuance of cease-and-desist orders, the deregistration or suspension
of our regulated activities, the suspension or disqualification of our officers or employees, or other adverse
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consequences. The imposition of any of these or other penalties could have a material adverse effect on our operating
results and financial condition.

We rely on clearing brokers and unilateral termination of the agreements with these clearing brokers could disrupt
our business.

Our Broker-Dealer Subsidiaries are introducing brokerage firms, using third party clearing brokers to process our
securities transactions and maintain customer accounts. The clearing brokers also provide billing services, extend
credit and provide for control and receipt, custody and delivery of securities. We depend on the operational capacity
and ability of the clearing brokers for the orderly processing of transactions. In addition, by engaging the processing
services of a clearing firm, we are exempt from some capital reserve requirements and other regulatory requirements
imposed by federal and state securities laws. If the clearing agreements are unilaterally terminated for any reason, we
would be forced to find alternative clearing firms without adequate time to negotiate the terms of a new clearing
agreement and without adequate time to plan for such change. There can be no assurance that if there were a unilateral
termination of a clearing agreement that we would be able to find an alternative clearing firm on acceptable terms to it
or at all.

We permit our clients to purchase securities on a margin basis or sell securities short, which means that the clearing
firm extends credit to the client secured by cash and securities in the client's account. During periods of volatile
markets, the value of the collateral held by the clearing brokers could fall below the amount borrowed by the client. If
margin requirements are not sufficient to cover losses, the clearing brokers sell or buy securities at prevailing market
prices, and may incur losses to satisfy client obligations. We have agreed to indemnify the clearing brokers for losses
they incur while extending credit to our clients.

- 10 -
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Credit risk exposes us to losses caused by financial or other problems experienced by third parties.

We are exposed to the risk that third parties that owe us money, securities or other assets will not perform their
obligations. These parties include trading counterparts, customers, clearing agents, exchanges, clearing houses, and
other financial intermediaries as well as issuers whose securities we hold. These parties may default on their
obligations owed to us due to bankruptcy, lack of liquidity, operational failure or other reasons. This risk may arise,
for example, from holding securities of third parties, executing securities trades that fail to settle at the required time
due to non-delivery by the counterparty or systems failure by clearing agents, exchanges, clearing houses or other
financial intermediaries, and extending credit to clients through bridge or margin loans or other arrangements.
Significant failures by third parties to perform their obligations owed to us could adversely affect our revenues and
perhaps our ability to borrow in the credit markets.

Adverse results of current litigation and potential securities law liability would result in financial losses and divert
management's attention from our business.

Many aspects of our business involve substantial risks of liability. There is a risk of litigation and arbitration within
the securities industry, including class action suits seeking substantial damages. We are subject to actual and potential
claims by dissatisfied customers, including claims alleging they were damaged by improper sales practices such as
unauthorized trading, sale of unsuitable securities, use of false or misleading statements in the sale of securities,
mismanagement and breach of fiduciary duty. We may be liable for the unauthorized acts of our retail brokers if we
fail to adequately supervise their conduct. As an underwriter, we may be subject to substantial potential liability under
federal and state law and court decisions, including liability for material misstatements and omissions in securities
offerings. We may be required to contribute to a settlement, defense costs or a final judgment in legal proceedings or
arbitrations involving a past underwriting and in actions that may arise in the future. We carry "Errors and Omissions"
insurance to protect against such legal actions, however, the policy is limited in items and amounts covered and there
can be no assurance that it will cover a particular complaint. The adverse resolution of any legal proceeding involving
us and/or our subsidiaries could have a material adverse effect on our business, financial condition, results of
operations or cash flows.

We face significant competition for registered representatives.

We are dependent upon the independent contractor model for our retail brokerage business. A significant percentage
of our retail registered representatives are independent contractors. We are exposed to the risk that a large group of
independent contractors could leave the firm or decide to affiliate with another firm and that we will be unable to
recruit suitable replacements. A loss of a large group of our independent contractors could have a material adverse
impact on our ability to generate revenue in the retail brokerage business.
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The precautions we take to prevent and detect employee misconduct may not be effective, and we could be exposed
to unknown and unmanaged risks or losses.

We run the risk that employee misconduct could occur. Misconduct by employees could include:

●employees binding us to transactions that exceed authorized limits or present unacceptable risks to us;

●employees hiding unauthorized or unsuccessful activities from us; or

●the improper use of confidential information.

These types of misconduct could result in unknown and unmanaged risks or losses to us including regulatory
sanctions and serious harm to our reputation. The precautions we take to prevent and detect these activities may not be
effective. If employee misconduct does occur, our business operations could be materially adversely affected.

Internet and internal computer system failures or compromises of our systems or security could damage our
reputation and harm our business.

Although a significant portion of our business is conducted using traditional methods of contact and communications
such as face-to-face meetings, a portion of our business is conducted through the Internet. We could experience
system failures and degradations in the future.

We cannot assure you that we will be able to prevent an extended and/or material system failure if any of the
following events occur:

●human error;

●subsystem, component, or software failure;

●a power or telecommunications failure;
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●an earthquake, fire, or other natural disaster or act of God;

●hacker attacks or other intentional acts of vandalism; or

●terrorist acts or war.

Failure to adequately protect the integrity of our computer systems and safeguard the transmission of confidential
information could harm our business.

The secure transmission of confidential information over public networks is a critical element of our operations. We
rely on encryption and authentication technology to provide the security and authentication necessary to effect secure
transmission of confidential information over the Internet. We do not believe that we have experienced any security
breaches in the transmission of confidential information, however we cannot assure you that advancements in
computer capabilities, new discoveries in the field of cryptography or other events or developments will not result in a
compromise of the technology or other algorithms used by our vendors and us to protect client transaction and other
data. Any compromise of our systems or security could harm our business.
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Risks Related to our Common Stock

Our common stock has low trading volume and any sale of a significant number of shares is likely to depress the
trading price.

Our common stock is quoted on the OTC Bulletin Board. Traditionally, the trading volume of the common stock has
been limited. For example, for the 30 trading days ending on August 31, 2013, the average daily trading volume was
approximately 22,110 shares per day and on certain days there was no trading activity. During such 30-day period the
closing price of our common stock ranged from a high of $0.33 to a low of $0.26. Because of this limited trading
volume, holders of our securities may not be able to sell quickly any significant number of such shares, and any
attempted sale of a large number of our shares will likely have a material adverse impact on the price of our common
stock. Because of the limited number of shares being traded, the price per share is subject to volatility and may
continue to be subject to rapid price swings in the future.

The price of our common stock is volatile.

The price of our common stock has fluctuated substantially. The market price of our common stock may be highly
volatile as a result of factors specific to us and the securities markets in general. Factors affecting volatility may
include: variations in our annual or quarterly financial results or those of our competitors; economic conditions in
general; and changes in applicable laws or regulations, or their judicial or administrative interpretations affecting us or
our subsidiaries or the securities industry. In addition, volatility of the market price of our common stock is further
affected by its thinly-traded nature.

Our principal stockholders, including our directors and officers, control a large percentage of shares of our
common stock and can significantly influence our corporate actions.

As of September 30, 2013, our executive officers, directors and/or entities that these individuals are affiliated with,
owned approximately 23.8% of our outstanding common stock, or approximately 23.5% on a fully-diluted basis.
Accordingly, these individuals and entities will be able to significantly influence most, if not all, of our corporate
actions, including the election of directors, the appointment of officers, and potential merger or acquisition
transactions

Because our common stock may be subject to "penny stock" rules, the market for our common stock may be
limited.

Edgar Filing: NATIONAL HOLDINGS CORP - Form S-1

25



If our common stock becomes subject to the SEC's penny stock rules, broker-dealers may experience difficulty in
completing customer transactions and trading activity in our securities may be adversely affected. If at any time the
common stock has a market price per share of less than $5.00, and we do not have net tangible assets of at least
$2,000,000 or average revenue of at least $6,000,000 for the preceding three years, transactions in the common stock
may be subject to the "penny stock" rules promulgated under the Exchange Act. Under these rules, broker-dealers that
recommend such securities to persons other than institutional accredited investors:

●must make a special written suitability determination for the purchaser;

●receive the purchaser's written agreement to a transaction prior to sale;

●
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